
 Protecting Agricultural Rights in Miami-Dade’s Las Palmas Community (8.5 SMA) 🌱 🌱

I. WHY APPLY FOR AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION (GREENBELT EXEMPTION)?

Farmers in the Las Palmas Community (8.5 Square Mile Area, “8.5 SMA”) face relentless targeting by DERM and 
Miami-Dade inspectors. Filing Form MD-482 and securing Agricultural Classification is not just about lowering 
taxes — it is about protection.

 Benefits of Agricultural Classification✅

1. Lower Property Taxes

• Property is assessed at its agricultural use value (crops, pasture, nursery) instead of inflated “speculative” 
market value.

• Keeps land affordable and blocks Miami-Dade from taxing farmers out of existence.

2. Legal Shield Against DERM Overreach

• Reinforces protection under:

• §163.3162, F.S. (Agricultural Lands and Practices Act)

• §823.14, F.S. (Right to Farm Act)

• Once recognized as bona fide agriculture, DERM’s “wetland” trickery and environmental citations are easier 
to challenge as ultra vires (beyond authority).

3. Defense Against Code Compliance Abuse

• County inspectors love to issue “violations” for roads, structures, or equipment.

• With Agricultural Classification, many improvements and farm operations are exempt from zoning and code 
restrictions.

• Agricultural uses are treated differently than residential/commercial — giving you statutory protection against 
selective enforcement.

4. Proof of Bona Fide Farming

• Creates an official county record that your land is in continuous agricultural use.

• Makes it harder for DERM to mislabel property as “abandoned” or “non-agricultural.”

• Provides essential evidence if they attempt takings, enforcement, or denial of rights in hearings.

5. Strength in Legal Battles

• Strengthens claims under the Bert J. Harris Act and federal takings law if the County tries to strip use rights.

• Shows you acted in good faith — farming, filing, and complying — while the County engaged in harassment.

 Bottom Line🚜

Applying for Agricultural Classification is your first line of defense. It:

• Cuts your taxes.

• Blocks bogus enforcement.
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• Creates a legal record of your rights.

• Undermines DERM’s narrative.

• Forces the County to fight uphill if they try to take your land.

 📢 Farmers: File your MD-482. Protect your land. Don’t let Miami-Dade erase agriculture from Las Palmas.

II. Agricultural Classification Filing Packet (Miami-Dade MD-482)

Step 1 – Required Core Forms

• Form MD-482 (Application and Return for Agricultural Classification of Lands)

• Property Access Authorization (  the most ⚠️ dangerous form — see Section IV below)

• (If filing late) Extenuating Circumstances Form

Step 2 – General Supporting Documentation (ALL operations)
Provide as many of these as possible (the more, the stronger your case):

• Sales receipts/invoices for farm products (plants, crops, honey, livestock, etc.)

• Purchase receipts for inputs (feed, fertilizer, seed, irrigation, equipment, fencing)

• Lease agreements (if land is leased for farming)

• Business plan (Farm Statement) including property sketch/map

• Insurance (liability or crop/tree loss)

• Photos of crops, animals, or infrastructure (dated)

• Contracts (pollination, grazing, produce sales, nursery contracts)

Step 3 – Operation-Specific Evidence (choose your category)

•  🌱 Nursery: State Certificate of Nursery Registration, plant sales invoices, greenhouse/irrigation bills

•  🌳 Groves: Produce receipts, packing house invoices, crop insurance

•  🚜 Row Crops: Seed/fertilizer invoices, soil prep receipts, market sales

•  🐄 Livestock: Auction receipts, feed/vet invoices, fencing, stocking density proof

•  🐝 Bees: State Apiary Registration, honey/pollination contracts, hive equipment receipts

•  🐟Aquaculture: FDACS registration, facility plan, sales receipts, insurance

•  🐎 Horse Boarding/Breeding: Boarding contracts, horse registrations, stable/paddock receipts

Step 4 – When No Tax Returns Are Available

• Provide at least 3–4 categories of alternative evidence.

• Organize in a binder or PDF, labeled by year.

• Add a short affidavit/cover letter.

Step 5 – Submission
Deliver in person or mail to:
Agriculture Division Office



10710 SW 211 Street, Suite 207
Cutler Bay, FL 33189-2819

 📌 Summary: The Property Appraiser’s guidelines make it clear that tax returns are only one form of evidence. A 
well-organized packet of alternative proofs (receipts, contracts, photos, insurance, registrations, and a farm plan) is 
equally acceptable for proving bona fide agricultural use.

III. The Process in Las Palmas (8.5 SMA)

In practice, Miami-Dade twists the Agricultural Classification process against Las Palmas farmers:

• Property Appraiser inspections are disguised fishing expeditions.

• Inspectors claim to verify agriculture but are really hunting for violations.

• Contradictory enforcement: DERM tells you not to mow grass; Code Enforcement fines you for 
overgrowth.

• Entrapment questions: “Is that a new roof?” → “Where’s the permit?”

In the 8.5 SMA, simply placing the Agricultural Exemption on your property paints a target on your back. But at the 
same time, it arms you with a legal tool — a record that can be turned against DERM and MDC in hearings, appeals, 
and takings claims.

IV. The Most Dangerous Trap: Property Access Authorization

The Property Access Authorization included with MD-482 is the Trojan Horse. It grants unrestricted entry to your 
land, enabling:

• Unlimited access without probable cause.

• Fishing expeditions for zoning, building, or environmental violations.

• Cross-agency abuse (DERM, Code Enforcement, Zoning).

• Entrapment setups using contradictory rules.

 Without this authorization, inspectors need a warrant or due process. With it, they weaponize every visit.⚠️

V. Inspection Traps and How to Respond

Trap Question Their Goal Defensive Response

“Is that a new roof?” Cite for unpermitted construction
“This structure is for bona fide agricultural use, exempt under 
state law.”

“Did you build that fence?” Cite for unpermitted improvements
“This fence is for livestock/agricultural use, exempt under 
§163.3162, F.S.”

“Why didn’t you cut grass?” Contradictory DERM vs Code fines
“Vegetation is managed for agricultural purposes; this is active 
farmland.”

“Is this abandoned land?”
Remove Greenbelt, reclassify as non-
ag

“This land is in active agricultural use; here is my Agricultural 
Classification.”

“Are you running a 
business?”

Reclassify as commercial, not 
agricultural

“This is a bona fide agricultural operation under §193.461, F.S.”

“Can we look around?” Gain unlimited access “Inspection is limited to verifying agriculture use for MD-482.”



VI. Modified Property Access Authorization (Model Form)

Property Owner/Lessee: ____________________________
Folio No.: ____________________________
Property Address: ____________________________

I hereby authorize the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser’s Office to enter the above-referenced property solely 
for the limited purpose of verifying bona fide agricultural use in connection with an MD-482 Agricultural 
Classification application.

This authorization is strictly limited as follows:

1. Scope of Access

• Inspections limited to observing agricultural operations only.

• No inspections for zoning, building, wetlands, or code enforcement.

2. Authorized Personnel

• Only representatives of the Property Appraiser’s Office.

• No entry by other agencies (DERM, Code, Zoning, Building).

3. Notice Requirement

• All inspections must be scheduled in advance with reasonable notice.

4. Revocation of Consent

• Authorization may be revoked in writing at any time.

By signing this limited authorization, I do not waive any rights under state or federal law.

Signature: ____________________________
Print Name: ____________________________
Date: ____________________________

VII. Special Note for Homesteaders and Small-Scale Farmers

Not every farmer in the 8.5 SMA is a commercial nursery or grove operator. Many are simple homesteaders — 
landowners who farm their own land, as families did in the 1800s. For these farmers, the burden of paperwork should 
be much lighter.

• Less Burden if You Farm for Yourself: Homesteaders producing for self-consumption face fewer 
requirements.

• Proof Still Needed: Photos, receipts, and a simple affidavit are usually enough.

• Avoid Over-Paperwork: Do not let the Property Appraiser push you into nursery-level requirements if you 
are not selling commercially.

• Historical Precedent: The Greenbelt Law protects bona fide agricultural use even if crops and livestock are 
for your family’s consumption only.
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VIII. Homesteader vs. Commercial Operation: What You Really Need

Category Homesteader (Self-Sustaining Farmer) Commercial Nursery / Grove / Operation

Purpose of Farming
Primarily for personal/family consumption (food, 
livestock, small crops).

Commercial sales of plants, produce, or nursery stock to 
the public or distributors.

Burden of Proof Light – show land is actively farmed in good faith.
Heavy – detailed evidence of sales, registrations, 
contracts, and business activity.

Core Evidence 
Needed

• Photos of crops/livestock
• Receipts for seed, fertilizer, fencing, feed
• Simple farm plan or sketch
• Affidavit stating bona fide agricultural use

• Sales receipts/invoices
• State Certificates (Nursery Registration, Apiary, 
Aquaculture)
• Crop/Tree insurance policies
• Business/lease contracts
• Grove maintenance logs

Tax Returns 
(Schedule F, etc.)

Not required; can substitute with receipts, affidavits, 
and photos.

Often requested; may strengthen application, but still 
not required by law.

Property Access 
Inspections

Should be tightly limited – only to confirm bona fide 
agricultural use.

Inspectors scrutinize infrastructure, greenhouses, 
irrigation, and large-scale operations.

Risk Level
Lower – fewer categories of paperwork, easier to 
maintain compliance.

Higher – more chances for County to nitpick 
technicalities and claim “violations.”

Best Strategy
Keep it simple. Document just enough to prove farming 
activity. Avoid signing broad Property Access 
Authorization.

Keep meticulous records. Submit full documentation 
packets. Strictly limit inspector access to agricultural 
verification only.

IX. Bottom Line

• Filing MD-482 is essential — but must be done with eyes open.

• The Property Access Authorization is the most dangerous form — never sign it without strict limitations.

• For homesteaders, keep documentation simple and avoid being dragged into commercial-level burdens.

• For commercial operators, expect higher documentation but enforce strict inspection limits.

X. Protect Yourself Against Lost Paperwork

Miami-Dade’s system is notorious for delays and “missing” paperwork. Some farmers have waited nearly a year for 
an Agricultural Exemption approval, only to later discover the file “lost” or misplaced in a drawer. To protect yourself:

 Always Obtain Proof of Submission✅

• Stamped Copy: When filing in person, bring two copies of your MD-482 packet. Have the clerk date-stamp 
both — one for them, one for you.

• Certified Mail: If mailing, send by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested (CMRRR). Keep the receipt 
and the green card (proof of delivery).

• Email + PDF Confirmation: If possible, email a scanned copy of the complete packet to the office. Request 
written confirmation that it was received.

 Maintain a Personal Record✅

• Keep a binder or digital folder with all submission receipts, stamped copies, and mailing proofs.

• Organize evidence year by year so you can instantly show continuity of filing.

• Store duplicates off-site or in the cloud in case of tampering or sudden “file loss.”



 Follow Up Aggressively✅

• If you do not receive acknowledgment within 30 days, send a written request for confirmation.

• Quote the date of filing, attach your proof, and request status in writing.

• Never rely on verbal assurances from staff — always demand something on paper.

 ⚠️Important: The burden is on YOU to prove you filed on time. Without hard evidence, the County will claim you 
never filed — and once the deadline passes, they will deny your classification for the entire year.

 Legal Disclaimer📌

Disclaimer:
This document is provided strictly for informational and educational purposes. It is not legal advice, does not 
establish an attorney–client relationship, and should not be relied upon as a substitute for independent legal counsel.

Farmers, landowners, and homesteaders should verify all information with qualified professionals, including 
attorneys, accountants, or licensed consultants, before acting on any guidance contained herein.

Laws and regulations — including but not limited to the Florida Statutes, Florida Administrative Code, Miami-
Dade County ordinances, and Property Appraiser guidelines — are subject to change, reinterpretation, and local 
enforcement practices.

The authors, contributors, and publishers of this material make no guarantees or warranties, express or implied, 
regarding accuracy, completeness, or future legal outcomes. Any reliance on the content is done solely at the reader’s 
risk.

Important:

• Always document your own evidence of agricultural use.

• Always consult legal counsel before submitting filings, responding to enforcement actions, or signing 
authorizations.

• Use this guide as a starting point for self-education, not as a substitute for professional legal defense.
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